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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is directed towards the Applicant's response filed 4 May, 2009. 

2. Claims 39-52 are pending and have been examined. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 4 May 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

The Applicant argues that the rejection of claims 39, 41-43, 45-47, 49, 50, and 52 
under 35 USC Sec. 103(a) is improper because there is no reasonable motive for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Duda with those of Claus and 
England. The Applicant asserts that Duda merely teaches a system for handling 
unsolicited authentication requests and that the first and second computers of the 
claimed invention are not taught by Duda. 

The Examiner counters that Duda was used only to teach the feature where 
initial request for authentication (identification) sent from one computer system to 
another is an unsolicited request. The later processing steps of Duda regarding key 
transmission were not referred to in the rejection. 

The Examiner considers that the system of Duda teaches the feature of an initial 
unsolicited request for authentication (identification) (figure 2 element 202, col. 4 lines 
30-65, col. 5 lines 30-47, 50-55) and that such would be advantageously combined with 
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the teachings of Claus and England since such a feature would allow for the system of 
Claus and England to be used in situations where a new user seeks to join a network 
communication backbone. 

Motive to allow an unsolicited request for authentication (identification) is found in 
Claus at, for example, (col. 3 lines 40-50) where providing a client communication 
device processor with secure access to a resource such as a vendor server is taught. 
The Examiner considers that Duda is in the same field of art as Claus since Duda also 
concerns itself with client communications device processor access to a resource. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 39, 41-43, 45-47, 49, 50, and 52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Claus et al, US 5,120,939, England, US 6,144,991 , and Duda, 
US 5,708,710. 

As for Claims 39 and 42, Claus teaches a method comprising: receiving, over a 
global computer network (fig. 6), a request from a first computer system, remote from a 
second, coupled to the global computer network, for a second computer system 
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coupled to the global computer network to provide an identification of the second 
computer system (fig. 1 , step 3, item 700); the second computer system then provides 
a hash value to the first computer system (fig. 2 step 4, element 563), the hash value 
being generated by encryption of a key associated with a first computer system with an 
identifier that identifies a second computer system (fig. 2, step 4, element 563). Claus 
teaches notifying the user of the second computer system of a request to identify the 
second computer system (col. 10 lines 35-50, col. 12 lines 5-28). Claus fails to 
explicitly teach providing a visual interface on the second computer system to visually 
provide information to a user of the second computer system. England does teach the 
provision of a visual interface on a second computer system, prompted by a request 
sent by a first computer system, where a user of the second system is prompted by a 
request from a first system to approve or deny a request (fig. 8 element 802, col. 12 
lines 15-27). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the system of Claus. It would 
have been desirable to do so as administrator-controlled response to network requests 
allows for greater security in authentication protocols. The combination of Claus and 
England fails to explicitly teach the step wherein the request for identification sent from 
the first to the second computer system is unsolicited. However Duda does teach the 
step wherein an such an unsolicited request in the form of an unsolicited challenge 
message is sent from a first to a second computer system (Fig. 2 element 202, col. 4 
lines 30-65, col. 5 lines 30-47, 50-55). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate this feature of 
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Duda into the system of Claus and England. It would have been obvious to do so since 
this would allow for a more flexible network authentication architecture. 

As for Claim 41 , Claus (fig. 6) teaches a networked environment in which two 
computers communicate via a public switched network and therefore the use of URL's 
is taught. Since the only information shared between the two computers is E 2 ,the key 
necessarily indicates a web address. 

As for Claims 43, 45 and 46, these Claims represent the computer program 
product embodied in a memory medium that when read out, cause the first and second 
computer systems to carry out the method of Claims 39, 41 and 42. Therefore Claims 
43, 45, and 46 are rejected on the same basis as are Claims 39, 41 and 42. 

As for Claims 47 and 50, Claus teaches a method comprising: receiving, over a 
global computer network (fig. 6), a request from a second computer system, remote 
from a first, coupled to the global computer network for the first computer system 
coupled to the global computer network to provide an identification of the first computer 
system (fig. 1 , step 3, item 700); the first computer system then provides a hash value 
to the second computer system (fig. 2 step 4, element 563), the hash value being 
generated by encryption of a key associated with a second computer system with an 
identifier that identifies a first computer system (fig. 2, step 4, element 563). Claus fails 
to explicitly teach, in response to a request: providing a visual interface on the first 
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computer system to notify a user of the first computer of the request and prompting the 
user to allow or deny the request. England does teach the use of such a visual 
interface on a first system wherein a user of the first system is prompted by a request 
from a second system to approve or deny a request (fig. 8 element 802, col. 12 lines 
15-27). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the system of Claus. It would have 
been desirable to do so as administrator-controlled response to network requests 
allows for greater security in authentication protocols. The combination of Claus and 
England fails to explicitly teach the step wherein the request for identification sent from 
the first to the second computer system is unsolicited. However Duda does teach the 
step wherein an such an unsolicited request in the form of an unsolicited challenge 
message is sent from a first to a second computer system (Fig. 2 element 202, col. 4 
lines 30-65, col. 5 lines 30-47, 50-55). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate this feature of 
Duda into the system of Claus and England. It would have been obvious to do so since 
this would allow for a more flexible network authentication architecture. 

As for Claim 49, Claus (fig. 6) teaches a networked environment in which two 
computers communicate via a public switched network and therefore the use of URL's 
is taught. Since the only information shared between the two computers is E 2 , the key 
necessarily indicates a web address. 
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As for claim 52, Claus teaches the method of claim 39, further comprising: 
providing an error indication to the first computer system in response to the user 
denying the request (fig. 14 element 1412, fig. 15 element 1510, col. 16 lines 15-20 and 
45-50). 

6. Claims 40 and 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Claus and England as applied to Claims 39, 43, and 47 above, and further in view 
of Lee etal., US 5,774,544. 

As for Claim 40, Lee teaches the features of the claim that the combination of 
Claus and England fail to teach, namely that an identifier that identifies the second 
computer system comprises a processor number (col. 1 lines 12-23). Therefore it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate this feature into the system of Claus and England. It would have been 
desirable to do so since, as stated by Lee et al. in the cited passage, using serial 
numbers identifying microprocessors allows for better tracking of a hardware 
component. 

As for claim 44, the claim is directed to the computer program product embodied 
in a memory medium that when read out, cause the first and second computer systems 
to carry out the method of claim 40. Therefore claim 44 is rejected on the same basis as 
Claim 40. 
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7. Claim 48 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Claus 
and England as applied to Claim 47 above, and further in view of Lee et al., US 
5,774,544. 

Lee teaches the features of the claim that the combination of Claus and England 
fail to teach, namely that an identifier that identifies the first computer system comprises 
a processor number (col. 1 lines 12-23). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to incorporate this feature into the 
system of Claus and England. It would have been desirable to do so since, as stated by 
Lee et al. in the cited passage, using serial numbers identifying microprocessors allows 
for better tracking of a hardware component. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claim 51 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul E. Callahan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3869. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise, can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is: (571) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2437 



